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Friends of Edinburgh University Library

A charity registered in Scotland, no. SC001518
Constitution
Amended 2022 (as ratified at the November 2022 AGM)
1. Name

The organisation shall be known as ‘Friends of Edinburgh University Library’.

2. Objects

To bring together persons with an interest in the Library of the University of Edinburgh; to act as a channel for gifts to the Library; to receive subscriptions and gifts of money for the purchase of rare or valuable books, collections of papers, manuscripts, documents, photographs or other rare or valuable items for the Library; to enhance the resources and reputation of the Library; and to do all such other things as are incidental or conducive to the attainment of the foregoing objects or any of them.  

The Friends of Edinburgh University Library is a charity registered in Scotland, no. SC001518
In pursuance of the foregoing objects the Friends will aim to support the Library in the development of its activities, in particular by:

· contributing to the acquisition or preservation of materials for the Library through a financial contribution.

· producing a programme of talks and events of interest to the membership of the Friends.

· producing a newsletter.

· supporting the programme of exhibitions in the Library.

· being advocates of and supporters for the work of the Library.

· encouraging donations and bequests to the Library.

· maintaining an online presence, especially by a website
3. Membership

3.1
Any person or institution shall be eligible for membership on payment of an annual subscription or, in the case of persons aged 60+, a life subscription.

3.2
Individuals may be invited to become honorary members.
4. Committee

4.1
A Committee consisting of a President, an Honorary Secretary, an Honorary Treasurer and not less than five and not more than nine other members, including co-opted representatives of Development & Alumni Services and the Institute of Advanced Studies, shall manage the affairs of the Friends. An Administrator and Editors of the newsletter and of the website may be in attendance at Committee meetings.
4.2
A Vice-Principal of the University nominated by the Principal, the Director of Library and University Collections, and the senior member of Special Collections staff shall be ex officiis members of the Committee.

4.3
Officers and members of the Committee shall be elected at the Annual General Meetings.

4.4
In the event of any member of the Committee retiring during his or her term of office, the Committee may co-opt a member to fill the vacancy until the next Annual General Meeting.  Further and in any event, the Committee shall have power at any time to co-opt no more than two additional members to serve on the Committee until the next Annual General Meeting when their period of office shall expire.

4.5
Other members of the University Staff [and students] may be invited to attend meetings of the Committee as appropriate.

4.6
At a meeting of the Committee five members shall constitute a quorum of whom at least three shall be elected members and one shall be an ex officio member other than the Vice-Principal of the University.

4.7
All members of the Committee, other than office-bearers and ex officiis members, shall be elected for a three-year term and may be re-elected for a further term.  On completion of two consecutive terms they shall not be eligible for election for one year.

4.8
The Committee shall meet at least once a year and in any event in advance of the Annual General Meeting to approve an annual report of the activities of the Friends and to approve the accounts for submission to the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR). Both reports will be presented to the Annual General Meeting,
5. Meetings

5.1
An Annual General Meeting shall be held to elect officers and members of the Committee, to receive a report on the previous year's activities and on the accounts, and to transact any other business.  At least 28 days’ notice shall be given of an Annual General Meeting.  At an Annual General Meeting ten members shall constitute a quorum.  Visitors may attend at the discretion of the Committee but may not vote.

5.2
An Extraordinary General Meeting may be called by the Honorary Secretary on the instruction of the Committee or on receipt of a written request by at least eight members stating the business to be transacted.  At least 14 days’ notice shall be given of an Extraordinary General Meeting.  At an Extraordinary General Meeting ten members shall constitute a quorum.
5.3
Nominations for Officers and Members of the Committee shall be in writing and shall be received by the Honorary Secretary at least 14 days prior to the date of the Annual General Meeting.  Such nominations shall be intimated to members at least seven days before the date of the Annual General Meeting.  Nominations shall consist of a proposer and a seconder and have the consent of the nominee.

5.4
Voting shall normally be by show of hands, a simple majority being decisive.  The President shall have the casting vote.  Only members who have paid their current subscriptions are entitled to vote.

5.5
The President shall preside at all meetings unless absent.  In the absence of the President, the Committee shall elect an ad hoc President.

6. Events

The Committee shall devise an annual programme of events of interest to the members, such as lectures, visits, tours of Special Collections and an annual reception.  The Committee may also arrange for the publication of a Newsletter.

7. Subscriptions

The levels and conditions of membership subscription, including the amount of the annual and life membership subscription, shall be set by the Committee.  Changes in levels of subscription shall be approved by the AGM before they come into effect the following August.
8. Accounting records and annual accounts

The Committee shall ensure that proper accounting records are maintained in accordance with all applicable statutory requirements.  The annual accounts shall be prepared by the Honorary Treasurer, complying with all relevant statutory requirements, and will be submitted to an Independent Examiner before being approved by the Committee. They will then be submitted to the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) by the Honorary Treasurer.  If a full audit is deemed by the Committee to be required under any statutory provisions or, if they otherwise think fit, they shall ensure that an audit of such accounts is carried out by a qualified auditor.
9. Amendment of the Constitution

Notice to amend the Constitution must be given in writing to the Honorary Secretary six weeks prior to a General Meeting at which it will be raised, and such amendments must appear as an item on the agenda of this meeting.  All amendments to the Constitution must be approved by a two-thirds majority of members present.

10. Dissolution

In the event of the Friends of Edinburgh University Library being dissolved, its assets shall not be distributed amongst the members of the Friends but shall be transferred to the University of Edinburgh for the benefit of the Library for use in supporting the acquisition, preservation and provision of access to rare or valuable books, manuscripts, collections of papers, photographs and other rare or valuable items and on the enhancement of the facilities and activities of the Library.
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